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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


February,  1987  Applications  for  Membership;  The  following  persons  have 
applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  April 
1,  1987,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 
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2217 - MT  Diane  Wagner-Pri ce , c/o  E.  F.  Lush,  Inc.,  28801  Southfield, 

Lathrup  Village,  Michigan  48076 

(Ancient  Coins,  Primarily  Roman) 

2218- MT  David  Swanson,  HQ  15th  ORD  BN  SURV,.  APO  New  York,  09715 

(Korea,  World  Minors) 


Correcti on : The  address  of  LM-89  published  in  the  December,  1986  issue 

was  in  error.  It  should  read  as  follows: 

LM-89  George  Li  1 1 III,  P.  0.  Box  69,  Morton  Grove,  111.  60648 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library; 

David  S.  Briggs 

BARBOUR,  D.  The  theory  of  bimetallism  and  the  effects  of  the  part- 
ial demonetisation  of  silver  on  England  and  India.  1968  reprint 
of  1885  work.  158pp,  not  illus. 

Raymond  J.  Hebert 

HEBERT,  RAYMOND  J.  Abish  Bint  Sa'd  and  her  coinage.  Pub.  1986, 

42pp,  illus.  Hamdard  Islamicus  Series , Vol.  IX,  No.  2. 

Randolph  Zander 

SCOTT,  JAMES  GARVIN.  British  countermarks  on  copper  and  bronze  coins. 

Pub.  1975,  179pp,  w/plates. 

SKAARE,  KOLBJORN.  Coins  and  coinage  in  Viking-age  Norway . Pub. 

1976,  248pp,  w/plates. 

GROVE,  FRANK  W.  Medals  of  Mexico. 

Vol.  I.  Medals  of  the  Spanish  Kings.  Pub.  1970,  203pp,  illus. 

Vol.  II.  1821-1971.  Pub.  1972  , 475pp , illus. 

Vol.  III.  Orders 3 awards,  and  military  decorations.  Pub.  1975, 
•208pp,  illus. 

LOWSLEY,  B.  Coins  and  tokens  of  Ceylon.  Pub.  1895,  57pp,  w/plates. 
Extracted  and  privately  bound  from  the  1895  issue  of  the  British 

Numismatic  Chronicle. 

SMOD,  JORGEN.  Monter  fra  Dansk  Vestindien.  Pub.  1980,-  1 1 2pp , illus. 

FARRES , OCTAVIO  GIL.  Historia  de  la  moneda  Espanola.  Pub.  1959, 

41 5pp , illus. 

POND,  SHEPARD.  The  piastre  decaen.  Struck  in  the  Isle  de  France 

in  1810.  Pub.  1940,  6pp,  illus.  An  extract  from  The  Numismatist. 

GURDIAN,  RAUL.  Contribucicn  al  estudio  de  las  monedas  de  Costa  Rica. 

Pub.  1958,  72pp , illus. 

CREDIT  COMMUNAL  DE  BELGIQUE.  Tresors  de  lr Armada.  Pub.  1986, 

207pp,  illus. 

GARCIA,  MAURO.  Philippine  numismatic  literature.  Pub.  1961,  56pp, 
not  illus.  Philippine  Numismatic  Monographs , No.  14. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  NI  members 
Ray  Hebert,  David  Briggs  and  Ran  Zander  for  additional  numismatic 
material  donated  to  our  collection.  There  will  be  more  listings  from 
Ran  Zander  in  forthcoming  issues  as  the  material  is  processed. 

III.  While  preparing  this  report  we  were  struck  by  the  reference  to 
the  Philippine  Numismatic  Monographs.  We  would  like  to  add  this 
material  to  the  NI  Library  and  would  appreciate  members  checking 
their  library  and  if  they  have  extra  copies  of  the  other  issues  that 
they  would  care  to  donate  to  please  send  them  on  to  us.  It  may  be 
that  we  already  have  some  of  the  other  monographs  on  our  shelves 
that  we  are  not  aware  of  having.  If  any  of  our  Philippine  members 
would  care  to  send  us  a complete  list  of  what  this  series  consisted 
of  we  would  be  most  appreciative. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln , Nebraska , 4/T  ULM-^12 

No.  22  - CONSTANTINE  V COPRONYMOUS  (741-775) 


It  is  difficult  for  scholars  to  obtain  an  accurate  account  of  Constan- 
tine. He  continued  the  movement  of  his  father,  Leo  III,  leader  of  the 
Iconoclasts,  and  eventually,  the  iconodules  triumphed  and  even  fasten- 
ed on  him  his  disgraceful  nickname.  The  Byzantines  seem  to  have  had  a 
special  taste  for  nicknames,  perhaps  it  helped  with  so  many  ruler  of 
the  same  name.  Religious  writers,  whose  works  have  had  a better 
chance  of  surviving,  poured  invective  and  venom  on  him  at  every  oppor- 
tunity. 

He  pursued  his  father's  religious  policy  with  brutal  severity  and  even 
suppressed  the  monasteries,  the  greatest  defenders  of  iconodulism, 
for  a period.  The  main  political  result  of  this,  apart  from  the  po- 
litical unrest  at  home,  was  to  undermine  Byzantine  authority  in  Italy 
and  the  loss  of  Ravenna  to  the  Lombards  in  751,  the  year  in  which  he 
associated  his  son  Leo  IV  as  Augustus. 

Yet  he  was  an  able  military  commander,  carrying  on  war  in  the  West 
against  the  great  power  of  the  Bulgars;  and  in  the  East  against  the 
Arabs,  whose  Umayad  Dynasty  was  collapsing;  and  winning  sea  victories 
as  well.  After  his  final,  for  the  time  being,  defeat  of  the  Bulgars 
in  763,  in  true  Roman  style  he  made  a triumphal  entry  into  Constanti- 
nople through  the  great  Golden  Gate  (still  there  though  filled  up 
lest  a Christian  conqueror  fulfill  the  phophecy  to  enter  by  it!). 

His  last  years  saw  a more  violent  persecution  of  the  iconodules  (he 
had  more  time  at  home)  but  he  died  on  campaign  in  775,  aged  57.  He 
married  thrice,  the  first  being  the  Khazar  princess,  whence  her  son's 
nickname,  Leo  IV  the  Khazar.  Almost  nothing  is  known  of  them. 

The  Coinage 


This  tends  to  be  confusing  since  Constantine's  son  Leo  had  the  same 
name  as  his  grandfather,  while  the  latter  used  his  father's  name  and 
bust,  as  well  as  his  son's  on  many  of  his  coins. 

The  milaresion  with  the  5 line  legend  on  the  reverse  was  now  an  estab- 
lished denomination. 

The  "K"  (20N)  denomination  appears  with  its  value  for  the  last  known 
time  - it  bears  the  XXX  date  the  same  as  the  "M"  (40N)  coins  do. 

The  distinctions  between  the  coins  of  the  three  rulers  depend,  to  a 
certain  extent,  on  style,  the  size  of  the  heads,  and  which  head  is 
unbearded.  Goodacre  notes  that  on  the  miliaresion  the  "A"  appears  as 
" a"  whereas  on  the  gold  it  is  !'A!1.  Beside  the  three  known  mints, 
a debased  tremissis  was  struck  by  certain  unknown  Italian  mints  which 
possibly  use  indictional  dates,  these  early  in  the  reign. 

The  coins  struck  in  Rome  are  usually  debased, as  in  the  past,  and 
contemporary  forgeries  in  bronze  are  known.  It  is  here  that  the 
first  "Manus  Dei"  makes  it  appearance  on  the  Byzantine  coins. 
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There  are  no  new  legends. 


The  Coins 


GOLD:  The  main  characteri sties  are  the  multiplicity  of  busts,  and 

rulers  clasping  the  Cross  Potens  in  each  right  hand  rather  than  the 
globus  crowned  of  earlier  reigns.  Perhaps  one  might  consider  this 
the  stybol  of  the  iconoclasts.  The  manus  dei  (hand  of  God)  appears 
on  the  coins  of  Rome. 

CONSTANTINOPLE:  Solidus,  semissis,  tremissis,  the  latter  two  being 

extremely  rare.  The  normal  leoends 
are:  Obv.  gtn  conssansinhs  with- 
out NC  and  Rev.  (TL€ON  p a mhl  or 
variants.  If  the  reverse  bust  is 
bearded,  it  is  Leo  III;  if  beardless, 
Leo  IV.  Both  rulers  are  crowned 
and  wear  the  chalmys.  To  date  the 
tremissis  is  known  only  with  Con- 
stantine on  either  side. 


Constantine  V solidus , Rev. 

Leo  III  with  patriarchal  cross. 


SYRACUSE:  Two  known  types  of  solidus. 

a)  Leo  III  on  the  reverse  with  the  chlamys. 

b)  Leo  III  on  the  reverse  wearing  the  loros. 

A beardless  Leo  IV  appears  on  the  obverse  with  his 
father.  On  the  semissis  Constantine  is  on  the  ob- 
verse and  Leo  III  on  the  reverse.  The  same  is  true 
for  the  tremissis.  The  reverse  legend  reads: 

ONO  L60N  P A MH  . 

ROME:  There  are  three  main  types  of  solidus. 

a)  Constantine  on  the  obverse  with  DNO  CONTANTI 

and  Leo  III  on  the  reverse  with  dno  L6  p a mhl 

or  a variant. 

b)  Cross  Potens  and  VICTORI  AV9TO . 

c)  Constantine  and  Leo  IV  on  the  obverse,  with 
the  Manus  Dei.  Reverse  is  the  Cross  Potens 
and  VCTORi  'av^TO  and  CONOB  with  symbols  or  a 
letter  in  the  field. 


Rome,  Solidus.  Rote  "IVCTORI"  Rome,  Tremissis,  Reverse 

Manus  Dei  at  top  of  obverse. 

The  tremissis  is  known  only  as  type  a),  i.e.  early 
in  the  reign. 

ITALIAN  MINTS.  Tremissis. 
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SILVER: 


CONSTANTINOPLE:  At  last 

uVA 

/( 

/ 


a relatively  common  silver  coin,  struck  only 
in  the  capital,  the  miliaresion. 

They  are  found  overstruck  on  Arabic 
dirhems.  I had  a number  which  I had 
acquired  in  Istanbul  and  which  Dr. 
Bellinger  stopped  by  to  examine  many 
years  ago.  They  are  now  in  the 
University  of  Nebraska  Collection. 


POME:  Struck  two  small  silver  coins  which  may  be  a ^ sili- 

qua  and  a h siliqua.  The  ^ bears  no  legends  and  has 
a bust  either  side.  The  h siliqua  is  similar  but 
with  a cross  on  the  reverse.  One  variety  also  has  RM. 


COPPER:  For  a change  the  copper  of  this  reign  is  rather  more  plenti- 

ful  than  of  the  ones  preceeding  it.  It  is  distinctive  with  its  mul- 
tiplicity of  busts.  It  is  not  well  struck. 

CONSTANTINOPLE:  There  are  three  types  of  follis. 

a)  Constantine  alone  with  legend  and  a large  M on 
the  reverse. 


Follis 3 type  b. 


b)  Constantine  and  Leo  IV  on  the  obverse;  no  legend. 
The  reverse  shows  Leo  III  above  a small  M.  There 
are  small  modules  of  the  coin. 

c)  For  the  first  time  the  emperors  appear  enthroned 
- later  to  be  a not  uncommon  feature  of  Byzan- 
tine coinage  and  the  identification  of  the  dif- 
ferent thrones  is  to  be  important.  Obverse  - 
Constantine  bearded,  Leo  IV,  beardless,  enthron- 
ed. Reverse  - Leo  III  wearing  the  loros  above 

a bar  and  beneath  a large  M between  X and  N. 

Follis.  Constantine  on  the  obverse  and  a large  M 
on  the  reverse. 

10  N.  As  the  ^ F but  a large  I on  the  reverse. 

5 N.  As  the  ^ F but  a large  e on  the  reverse. 

There  are  two  types  of  follis  and  no  other  denomin- 
ations are  known. 


SYRACUSE: 
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K A 

a)  Constantine,  bearded,  standing  with  ^ 

N C 

to  left  and  right  of  figure,  s n 

A 

Reverse  - Beardless  Leo  IV,  standing  with  € 
a O 

on  left  and  6 on  riaht. 

C 

n 

These  are  similar  to  Leo  Ill's  coins  of  him- 
self and  Constantine,  beardless. 

b)  Constantine  V and  a beardless  Leo  IV.  There 

A 

may  be  a legend  K on  the  left.  € on  the  right. 

CO 

N 

Reverse  Leo  III  bearded,  with  the  Cross  Potens. 

A A A 

Legends  may  be  * or  6 o and  to  right  £ 

0 N C 

n n 


********************************************************************* 


A medal  issued  by  the  Emperor  Nero 
has  on  its  reverse  "LAVRENTIA  NICA" 
which  expresses  a wish  that  Lauren- 
tius  (the  organ  player)  may  succeed 
or  conquer.  The  type  shows  a re~ 
presentation  of  an  instrument,  com- 
posed of  pipes  arranged  in  regular 
order  and  descending  in  size.  Near 
the  organ  stands  the  figure  of  a 
man  holding  out  a fan  or  towel,  or 
something  similar.  The  musical 
organ  thus  was  already  known  to  the 
ancient  Romans.  Suetonius  states 
that,  "Nero,  in  his  eccentric 
manner,  trifled  away  time  which  ought  to  have  been  devoted  to  state 
affairs,  in  showing  the  first  men  of  Rome  certain  hydraulic  instru- 
ments (organ)  of  a ri.ovel  and  hitherto  unknown  description".  Frequent 
mention  is  also  made  by  other  ancient  authors  about  organs,  "of  the 
same  construction  as  the  organ  composed  of  brass  tubes  (or  trumpets) 
and  blown  into  by  bellows,  which, when  put  in  motion  by  the  fingers  of 
the  player,  produces  those  harmonic  modulations".  So  it  would  seem 
that  the  ancients  had  both  the  hydraulic  and  pneumatic  type  organs, 
and  were  well  versed  in  their  use.  One  author,  Mi  11  in,  states  that 
one  type  of  hydraulic  organ  was  sufficiently  small  as  to  be  trans- 
ported from  place  to  place  to  be  played  at  games  and  fairs.  The  same 
passage  informs  us  that  "the  people  were  in  extasy  when  at  a fair  they 
heard  unexpectedly  an  instrument  of  this  description" 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  PIPE  ORGAN  OF  NERO 

— r <•  * ■*  > ')  • i .«  i < > ' 


A PATTERN  STRUCK  IN 
ENGLAND  FOR  TIBET 


Enlarged  Tibetan  Pattern,  dated"Cycle  15,  Year  57"or  1923  AD.Il/s  brass 
with  a diameter  of  27  mm.  It  weighs  7-23  g.  Denom:  "Tam  Srang  20".  It 
may  have  been  minted  by  the  Taylor  & Challen  Co. 


The  above  illustrated  pattern  is  struck  in  brass,  weighs  7 . 23g . , and 
has  a diameter  of  27  mm. 


The  obverse  shows  a crouching  lion  surrounded  by  a circle.  The  in- 
scription above  the  lion  translates  as  "Cycle  15"  (Tib.  Rabyung  15) 
and  below  the  lion  as  "year  57"  (Tib.  Lo  57).  This  corresponds  to 
1923  AD.  Between  the  lion  circle  and  the  rim  of  the  coin  are  arranged 
the  eight  lucky  signs  of  Buddhism.  Starting  at  12  o'clock  and  going 
clockwise  we  find:  1.  The  umbrella  of  sovereignty,  2.  the  fishes  of 

good  luck,  3.  the  vase  of  ambrosia,  4.  the  lotus  flower,  5.  the  conch 
shell,  6.  the  knot  of  endless  rebirths,  7.  the  banner  of  victory,  and 
8.  the  wheel  of  law. 


The  reverse  gives  within  two  demi-circles  that  end  in  loops  the  de- 
nomination "Tam  Srang  20".  While  the  "Tam  Srang"  was  known  in  Tibet 
as  a currency  unit  at  least  from  the  second  half  of  the  17th  century 
(its  value  was  then  6 2/3  tangkas),  it  was  not  used  as  a denomination 
on  silver  coins  until  1909  AD.  Between  the  demi-circles  and  the  rim 
is  an  inscription  which  can  be  found  on  almost  all  Tibetan  coins  and 
which  is  usually  translated  as  "The  Gaden  Palace,  victorious  on  all 
sides"  and  which  describes  the  Tibetan  government  (1). 
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This  coin  is  an  imitation  of  the  only  Tibetan  gold  coin  (Y22)  which 
was  struck  between  1918  and  1921  A.D.  The  obverse  features  particu- 
larly are  copied  almost  exactly  from  the  gold  coin  Y22  which  we  ill- 
ustrate below: 


We  know  that  one  specimen  of  this  pattern  was  presented  to  the  Royal 
Mint  in  England  on  March  13th  1924  (2)  by  the  Taylor  and  Challen  "com- 
pany. This  company  had  supplied  a coin  press  to  Tibet  in  1923  (3). 
Taylor  and  Challen  could  not  confirm  that  it  actually  produced  the 
pattern  which  we  discuss  in  this  article  (4),  but  we  think  it  very 
likely  that  it  did  so  and  sent  specimens  to  Tibet  along  with  the  coin- 
ing press  or  at  some  later  date. 

The  pattern  was  obviously  never  approved  by  the  Tibetan  government.  Un- 
til related  documents  are  found  we  can  only  speculate  about  the  reasons 
why  this  pattern  was  never  adopted: 

1.  The  high  denomination  of  this  pattern  and  the  similarity  to  the 
gold  coin  Y22  seems  to  leave  no  doubt  that  the  British  wanted  to 
provide  a pattern  for  a gold  coin,  obviously  not  knowing  that  Tibet 
had  suspended  the  issue  of  gold  coins  in  1921  due  to  a gradual  de- 
preciation of  the  Tibetan  currency  which  would  have  made  it  worth- 
while selling  the  gold  coins  as  bullion  in  India  (5).  The  minting 
of  a gold  coin  to  the  standard  and  size  suggested  by  the  British 
and  with  the  denomination  of  20  Srang  would  have  meant  an  enormous 
loss  for  the  Tibetan  government  (in  1923  or  later). 

2.  The  design  of  the  pattern,  especially  the  style  of  the  lion,  is 
very  "British".  After  the  British  "Younghusband  Expedition"  which 
had  forced  its  way  to  Lhasa  in  1904,  some  members  of  the  Tibetan 
government  had  certainly  become  familiar  with  symbols  of  British 
power,  such  as  the  lion  which  shows  hardly  any  similarity  to  the 
Tibetan  "Snow  Lion"  introduced  on  Tibetan  coins  in  1909.  These 
knowledgeable  Tibetan  Government  Members  would  certainly  not  have 
liked  to  see  a c'Oin  circulating  in  Tibet  which  could  hint  to  an 
imagined  or  real  claim  of  British  suzerainty  over  Tibet. 

Taylor  and  Challen  seems  to  have  no  records  about  how  many  specimens 
of  this  pattern  were  originally  produced.  Very  few  pieces  seem  to 
have  survived:  apart  from  the  Royal  Mint  specimen  and  the  one  in  the 

author's  collection  illustrated  above,  we  only  know  about  three  more 
pieces  which  are  all  in  private  collections. 

There  exists  another  brass  pattern  with  the  denomination  of  "One  Sho- 
kang"  dated  cycle  16,  year  1 (1972),  which  shows  an  almost 


Y22  AV  20  Tam 
Srang  coin  dated 
15  - 52  (1918  AD) 
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identical  lion  on  the  obverse  and  was  certainly  designed  by  the  same 
person.  This  pattern  was  published  in  a sales  catalogue  (6).  It  was 
also  never  adopted  by  the  Tibetan  Government. 


The  above  mentioned  coin  press  supplied  by  Taylor  and  Challen  was 
probably  used  until  1928.  But  no  coins  inspired  by  the  British  pat- 
terns were  produced.  Instead  5 Sho  silver  coins  more  in  keeping  with 
traditional  Tibetan  designs  were  minted  (Y32  and  YA32)  (7).  These 
are  among  the  most  attractive  Tibetan  coins  as  can  be  seen  from  the 
illustration  of  Y32  which  we  insert  below: 


Tibetan  5 Shokang 
silver  coins 
Yeoman  #32  shown 
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********************************************************************** 


Between  202  and  203  A.D.  coins  were 
issued  for  Plautilla,  the  wife  of 
Caracalla,  which  alluded  to  married 
love  and  harmony.  This  love  and 
harmony  must  have  been  a fiction, 
or  short  lived,  as  she  was  banished 
to  Li  pari  in  205  by  Caracalla.  She 
was  also  assassinated  by  his  orders 
in  212. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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"MY  ANCESTOR  COULD  HAVE  HELD  THIS  VERY  COIN1 


Arthur  J.  Majewskij,  Detroit , Michigan , NI  # 1166 

When  this  wri ter  held  his  first  historic  Polish  coin  in  hand,  an  ort  of 
King  Zygmunt  III  Waza,  he  experienced  a feeling  of  deep  awe.  After 
years  of  hearing  and  reading  the  history  of  the  land  of  his  ancestry, 
here  for  the  first  time  an  actual  relic  of  his  forebears  was  in  his 
hand!  To  think  that  one  of  his  ancestors  could  have  owned  this  item. 

Now  a score  of  years  later,  one  considers  the  realism  of  the  possibil- 
ity that  there  was  any  connection  between  this  ort  and  any  of  his  fore- 
bears . 

Poland  was  comprised  principally  of  two  classes,  nobles  and  serfs. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  although  there  was  a noble  class  in 
Poland,  there  was  no  aristocracy.  True,  some  Poles  carry  aristocratic 
titles,  but  they  are  of  foreign  origin  and  are  not  native  to  Poland. 

All  Polish  nobles  were  technically  equal.  In  principle,  the  poorest 
noble's  vote  equaled  that  of  the  King.  However,  as  a practical  matter, 
some  nobles  were  more  powerful  than  the  others.  But  legally  they 
were  equal . 

As  in  all  Europe,  if  not  the  world,  the  nobles  supported  themselves 
on  the  backs  of  the  hard-working  peasants.  This  is  not  to  condemn  the 
Polish  nobility;  they  were  doing  only  what  was  natural  for  all  govern- 
ing classes  throughout  the  world.  It  was  considered  natural,  normal 
and  common  in  that  day  of  human  history.  We  cannot  and  should  not 
impose  our  state  of  development  on  another  day. 

The  serfs  were  bled  dry.  The  great  preponderance  of  them  did  not  even 
own  the  land  they  worked.  Since  they  were  poor  and  merely  the  equiva- 
lent of  share-croppers,  they  had  no  cash  to  pay  the  rent  for  the  use  of 
the  land.  Rent  was  paid  by  and  through  a system  called  "panszczyzna" . 
This  meant  the  tenant  might  have  to  work  two  days  on  the  lord's  land 
and  the  rest  of  the  week  on  the  plot  assigned  for  his  benefit.  Later 
the  nobles  increased  the  "rental"  by  compelling  the  serf  to  furnish, 
in  addition  to  his  own,  the  services  of  his  oldest  son  on  the  required 
lord's  days.  If  the  serf  had  no  son,  he  was  obligated  to  "rent"  a son 
of  a relative  or  a neighbor  for  the  purpose. 

What  were  the  odds  of  a serf  seeing,  much  less  owning  or  holding,  an 
ort  during  Zygmunt  III  Wasa's  reign?  Obviously  the  answer  is  "nil". 

But,  as  in  the  case  of  the  share-croppers  in  the  United  States,  the 
lords  supplied  company  Stores,  especially  a "knajpa"  (bar),  where  a 
peasant  could  occasionally  buy  himself  a drink. 

If  the  serf  was  penniless  (rather  grosz-less),  how  could  he  pay  the 
bar-keep  for  his  drinks? 

When  the  coins  of  the  realm  became  very  worn  and  unfit  for  national 
circulation,  they  were  sold  to  the  nobles  by  the  governemnt.  They 
proceeded  to  counter-stamp  these  worn  coins  with  their  private  de- 
signs. These  were  now  used  in  the  "knajpa",  however,  their  accept- 
ance was  limited  solely  to  the  company  stores  of  the  lord  whose  design 
appeared  on  the  counterstamp.  Thus,  the  noble  kept  effective  control 

of  his  series. 
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What  were  the  chances  of  a serf  having  one  of  these  coins  in  his 
possession?  Excellent. 

A collection  of  these  coin-tokens  would  be  very  interesting.  How- 
ever, these  specimens  are  extremely  rare. 

********************************************************************* 


ALASKAN  ZNACHKI  BULLETIN , New  in  1987 

What  are  Znachki?  ("Znachok"  is  singular,  while  "Znachki"  is  plural. 
Russian  for  "pins".)  Znachki  are  probably  the  most  popular  collect- 
ible in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Why  the  Alaskan  Znachki  Bulletin ? Well,  it  sounds  better  than  Alaskan 
Znachki  News  or  Alaskan  Pin  News.  You  must  admit,  it  got  your  atten- 
tion. Since  Alaska  was  purchased  from  Russia  (in  1867)  this  is  not 
entirely  out  of  line.  Alaskans  are  collectors  too.  We  hope  to  en- 
courage more  collectors  and  collecting  worldwide. 

Objectives  of  A.Z.B.?  To  inform  its  readers  by  publishing  information 
on  new  issues  and  new  discoveries  (from  collector-readers) , as  well  as 
printing  information  from  organizations  issuing  Znachki.  Second,  to 
promote,  by  publicizing  new  issues  and  "accepting  advertising".  Our 
third  objective  is  to  provide  a forum  for  the  exchange  of  ideas.  The 
subscriber  is  important  here  because  to  make  it  work  we  need  a high 
degree  of  reader  participation..  Remember,  A.  Z.  B.  is  not  a club, 
it  is  an  informational  newsletter. 

Frequency  and  length  of  A.Z.B.l  The  frequency  will  be  determined  by 
the  amount  of  input  and  information  from  our  readers  and  issuing  org- 
anizations, etc.  We  should  be  able  to  easily  publish  4 issues  per 
year,  with  at  least  3 pages  per  issue.  With  more  information  avail- 
able, the  frequency  will  increase. 

Subscription  fee?  For  the  first  issue  NO  CHARGE.  If  you  like  it, 
then  you  will  be  able  to  subscribe  to  the  next  three  issues  for  $3.00 
U.S.  ' 

What  will  be  in  the  first  A.Z.B.l  Some  information  on  a new  Yukon 
Quest  pin,  and  information  on  a pin  for  a new  organization  in  Fair- 
banks. For  a later  issue  a short  article  on  pins  from  the  A-67  cele- 
bration here. 

Sound  interesting?  Then  send  your  name  and  address  for  the  premier 
issue  of  Alaskan  Znachki  Bulletin  to:  Dick  Hanscom,  N.S.A.,  Inc., 

P.  0.  Box  2832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707,  USA. 

(Ed.:  Dick  Hanscom  is  N I * s photographer  for  the  NI  BULLETIN  and  also 

publishes  (since  1979)  Alaskan  Token  Collector  & Polar  Numismatist.) 

********************************************************************** 

DUTCH  WEST  INDIES  NOTE:  For  the  first  time  there  is  circulating  a 
25t)  Gulden  note  (P§4T i ssued  by  the  De  Nederlandsche  Bank  and  it 
is  dated  the  25th  of  July  1985. 


37 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non^-competi ti ve  displays,  or  any  other  reasons, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for'  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 
C_  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  7---)  = Com- 
plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 


EGYPT  (Continued  from  last  month):  Y139-  C;  Y140  - C;  Y141  - C;  Y142 

- C;'  V143  - C;'  Y)44  - C;  Y146  - C;  Y150  - C;  Y151  - Z;  Y153  - C;  Y154 

- C;  Y 1 55  - C;  Y156  - C;  Y158  - C;  Y159  - C;  Y160  - C;  Y162  - C;  Y170 

- C;  Y174  - C;  Y179  - C;  Y184  - C;  Y186  - C;  Y189  - C. 

EL  SALVADOR:  Y1  - 1889;  Y19a  - CX  (1942,  1947,  1952,  1969);  YA20  - C: 

YB2'0'  tv  Y20  - 1959,  1963,  19677  Y20c  - C;  Y21  - 1967,  1968,  1969;  " 

Y21  a - C;  Y21c  - C;  Y28  - 1944;  Y31  - C;  Y33  - 1970,  1973;  Y34a  - 1977. 

EQUATORIAL  GUINEA:  Y1  - C. 

ESTONIA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Yll  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y14  - C; 

Ylfe"  V C;  Y16  - C. 

ETHIOPIA:  Y5  - 1903;  Y23  - C;  Y24  - EE1923  Plain;  Y25  - C;  Y26  - C; 

Y27  - C;  Y30  - 1944;  Y31  - 1944;  Y32  - 1945;  Y34  - C;  Y34a  - C;  Y35  - C. 

ETHIOPIA  - ERITREA:  Y3  ^ 1896R. 

> — » — <! — ■-*-  — r— — • 

FALKLAND  ISLANDS:  Y1  - Cy,  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y10  - C. 

FIJI  ISLANDS:  Y2  - C;  Y3  - 1934;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - 1934;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - 1941; 

Y7a  - 'C';'  VS1  - CX  (1941);  Y8a  - 1943;  Yllb  - 1942;  Yi2b  - C;  Y13b  - 1942; 

Y17  - C;  Y 1 8 - 1949,  1952;  Y19  - CX  (1949);  Y20  - 1950:  Y21  - C;  Y22  - 

CX  (1955,  1963)7773  (1955,  1956,  1958,  1967);  Y24  - 1958,  1961  , 

1965;  Y25  - CX  (1965);  Y26  - CX  (1962,  1965);  Y27  - C to  1976  X (1973); 
Y28  - 1969,  1975;  Y29  - C to  1976  X (1973,  1974);  Y30  - C to  1976; 

Y31  - Flo  1976  X (1973);  YA32  - C;  Y32  - 1969;  Y33  - C. 

FINLAND:  Y2.1  - 1866;  Y4.2  - 1897;  Y5.2  - 1916;  Y10  - 1892;  Yll  - 1888; 

V1FV  “1900,  1909,  1912,  1913,  1916;  Y20  - 1897,  1917;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - C; 
Y29  - C;  Y30  - C;  Y31  - C;  Y33  - 1920,  1923;  Y34  - 1934,  1935,  1937; 

Y35  - 1920,  1930,  1937;  Y36  - 1921,  1926,  1928;  Y36a  - 1942,  1943; 

Y37  - 1921,  1936;  Y37a  - 1941,  1942;  Y37b  - 1943;  Y39  - 1928,  1929, 

1930,  1940;  Y39a  - 1941,  1942;  Y39b  - 1945,  1951,  1952;  Y41  - 1941; 

Y42  - 1931,  1941,  1946,  1947,  1948;  Y47  - 1952;  Y47a  - CX  (1953,  1960, 
1961);  Y48  - 1952;  Y48a  ~ 1954,  1955,  1956,  1961;  Y49  - 1952,  1953, 

1955;  Y50  - 1953,  1954,  1956;  Y51  - 1953,  1958,  1961;  Y53  - 1960; 

Y56  - CX  (1963  round  edge);  Y57  ~ C to  1973  X (1965,  1969,  1970); 

Y58  -1961,  1964,  1971,  1973;  Y59  - 1963,  1964,  1965,  1968,  1969,  1975; 

Y60  - 1963,  M,  1974;  Y61  - CX  (1967,  1968)7  Y61a  - 1970,  1976; 

YA62  - 1972  ,~T§79. 

FRANCE:  C134  - An6;  C164  - An6;  C175  - 1815;  Cl 78  - 1824A;  C199  - 

1847A;  Y1  - 1848,  1850;  Y14  - 1853A,  1853BB;  Y15  - 1853A;  Y16  - 1854A, 
1854B , 1855B , 1857MA;  Y17  - 1853A,  1853B,  1855BB,  1855MA,  1855W,  1856B; 
Y18  - 1862 A ; Y19.2  - 1862BB,  1862K;  Y20  - 1863A,  1863BB;  Y21  - 1862A, 
1863K;  Y41  - 1872A,  1875A,  1877,  1889,  1894;  Y42  - 1897;  Y43  - 1 871  A, 

1 872 A , 1876A , 1883,  1885,  1886,  1888,  1889,  1890,  1894,  1897;  Y44  - 
1875A,  1892,  1895,  1897;  Y48  - 1888.  (To  be  continued  next  month.) 


38 


BOOK  REVIEWS 


NUMISMATICS  - WITNESS  TO  HISTORY.  Articles  by  members  of  the  IAPN  to 
commemorate  its  35th  anniversary.  Edited  by  Richard  Margo! is  and  Hans 
Voegtli,  1986.  230  pages;  22  x 28.5  cm;  48  plates;  cloth-bound. 

Available  from  A G van  der  Dussen,  Hondstraat  5,  NL-6211  HU  Maastricht, 
Netherlands  for  100  Swiss  francs  (±US$57.50)  plus  postage. 

Among  the  many  good  works  of  the  International  Association  of  Pro- 
fessional Numismatists  (IAPN),  is  an  on-going  publications  program 
which  has  concentrated  on  scholarly  works,  surveys  of  numismatic 
research,  and  International  Numismatic  Commission  congress  reports 
and  proceedings.  The  latter  are  particularly  valuable,  for  each  con- 
tains some  dozens  of  abstracts  of  papers  presented  at  the  INC's 
congress  reported  on. 

The  newly  issued  Publication  No.  S of  the  IAPN,  a collection  of  28 
essays  and  monographs  by  IAPN  members,  follows  in  much  the  same  tra- 
dition. The  writers  address  a very  broad  range  of  themes,  both  chrono- 
logically and  methodologically.  Although  there  was  nothing  like  a 
positive  effort  on  the  collective  authors'  part  to  provide  a balanced 
coverage,  in  a general  way  this  is  in  fact  what  resulted.  Serge 
Boutin's  classification  of  the  archaic  two-dolphin  staters  of  the 
Aegean  leads  the  parade,  and  the  late  Ted  Uhl  concludes  it  with  a note 
on  a little-known  World  War  II  military  currency  issue  used  in  Ice- 
land. 

Articles  are  presented  usually  in  the  writer's  mother  tongue,  so 
English,  French,  German,  Italian,  and  Spanish  are  all  represented. 
Generally,  some  fairly  finite  aspect  is  treated,  e.g.,  the  discovery 
of  a new  major  variety  or  type,  or  a fiscal  policy  or  monetary  devel- 
opment which  is  reflected  in  the  coinage  involved.  A few  articles  are 
more  discursive. 

The  collection  is  for  the  most  part  scholarly  in  level,  and  its  value 
is  more  as  a permanent  reference  work  than  as  casual  reading.  Libraries 
with  numismatic  holdings  will  find  it  essential,  and  a number  of 
thoughtful  dealers  and  collectors  will  find  it  both  interesting  and, 
in  the  longer  run,  decidedly  worthwhile  having. 

Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander 


Jones,  J.M.  DICTIONARY  OF  ANCIENT  GREEK  COINS.  London:  Seaby's,  1986. 
248  pages;  illustrated,  5 tables;  Bibliographical  Guide;  hard-cover. 
Lstg  25. 

B.A.  Seaby's  has  added  to  the  list  of  most  valuable  Numismatic  publi- 
cations with  this  latest  work  by  a classical  scholar  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia. The  text  is  generously  illustrated  with  images  of  Greek  coins 
(complete  with  descriptions  in  smaller  print),  primarily  to  elucidate 
a term  or  a name  used. 

The  dictionary  contains  a limited  number  of  Latin  terms  to  illustrate 
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the  Greek  Imperial  Series,  i.e.,  adventus.  It  does  not  include  the 
Greek  used  on  the  Byzantine  coinage. 

Dr.  Jones  has  used  the  Latin  forms  for  the  spelling  of  Greek  names 
and  terms,  because  they  are  more  likely  to  be  known  to  collectors. 
Besides  a number  of  short  essays  in  the  text  (e.g.,  spellings),  he 
touches  on  metrology,  minting,  etc.,  today  all  important  parts  of  all 
branches  of  numismatic  studies  and  essential  to  anyone  reading  the 
articles  in  the  more  learned  journals. 

The  author  makes  no  attempt  to  enter  into  technical  details,  but  rather 
provides  a useful  handbook  for  someone  reading  about  Greek  coins  who  is 
unfamiliar  with  the  language,  the  script,  or  the  coins.  Further  details 
may  often  be  found  in  a good  Classical  Dictionary. 

Reviewed  by  I .C.G.  Campbel 1 


Cote,  Jean  Guy.  THE  C T D POCKET  GUIDE  CANADIAN  TRADE  DOLLARS  1987, 

sixth  ed.  Scarborough,  Ontario:  Micro-Art,  1986.  60  pages,  4 x 7"; 

green  paper  cover.  Available  at  $3.50  postpaid  from  Micro-Art,  12 
Lyon  Heights  Road,  Scarborough,  Ontario,  Canada  M1P  3V3. 

This  pocket  sized  catalogue  is  divided  into  four  sections:  $1.00 
municipal  trade  tokens,  denominations  other  than  $1.00  trade  tokens, 
municipal  paper  trade  notes,  and  restrikes. 

All  municipal  Canadian  trade  dollars  and  trade  notes  issued  through 
1986  - including  a few  of  the  major  die  varieties  - are  listed. 

Trade  dollars  are  listed  under  their  issuing  municipality  by  date. 
Municipalities  are  listed  alphabetically  rather  than  under  the  pro- 
vince or  territory  in  which  they  are  situated. 

The  following  data  are  given  for  each  trade  dollar:  date,  a brief 
phrase  describing  the  issue,  mint,  metallic  composition,  mintage,  and 
a valuation.  A bracket  before  each  listed  trade  dollar  allows  col- 
lectors to  check  off  what  is  in  their  collections. 

Trade  notes  are  listed  by  denomination.  The  date,  number  printed, 
and  a valuation  are  given  for  each. 

Weights  are  given  in  the  restrike  section  for  both  the  restrike  and 
the  original  specimen.  A listing  of  dealers  in  trade  dollars  con- 
cludes the  volume. 

Valuations  in  the  catalogue  are  realistic  and  point  out  a number  of 
rare  and  scarce  pieces. 


Tan,  Steven.  THE  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  MALA YSIA -SINGAPORE -BRUNEI 
COINS  & PAPER  MONEY.  Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia:  International  Stamp  & 
Coin  Co.  Ltd.,  1986.  178  pages;  glossy  paper;  7 x 10";  thick  paper 

cover.  Available  from  the  publisher  (G.P.0.  Box  12016,  50764  Kuala 
Lumpur)  for  US  $20.00  postpaid  by  sea  mail. 

The  book  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  first  part  catalogues  the 
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coinages  of  British  North  Borneo;  the  British  Trade  Dollar  series; 
Brunei,  Malays,  Malaya  and  British  Borneo;  Malaysia,  Penang,  Sarawak, 
Singapore  and  Straits  Settlements;  and  the  Singapore  merchant  tokens. 
The  second  part  catalogues  the  banknotes  issued  by  the  above  mentioned 
countries,  including  Japanese  occupation  notes  and  rubber  export 
coupons . 

A clear  photo  is  shown  for  each  type  coin,  and  its  metallic  composition 
is  given.  Each  coin,  including  those  with  mint  marks,  is  catalogued 
in  up  to  six  grades  of  preservation  (very  good  through  proof)  and 
priced  in  Malaysian  Ringgit  (one  ringgit  = US  $0.38).  Proof  and 
uncirculated  sets,  and  singles  are  listed  with  a market  value  and 
mintage  figure.  The  Singapore  Merchant  Tokens  (1828-1853)  are  cata- 
logued in  nine  pages  with  each  type  token  illustrated. 

Photographs  are  given  for  both  sides  of  each  type  of  banknote  along 
with  size  and  the  printers.  Multiple  varieties  are  catalogued  and 
include  differences  in  date,  signature,  and  color  of  seal.  Replace- 
ment notes  are  included  as  well. 

Also  catalogued  in  separate  sections  are  Japanese  occupation  notes 
for  Burma,  Malaya,  Oceania,  and  the  Philippines;  rubber  export  coupons 
for  Malaya,  Sarawak,  and  Singapore;  and  private  currency  issues  for 
Straits  Settlements  and  Malaya. 

The  catalogue  is  the  standard  for  the  coins  and  notes  of  the  above 
mentioned  countries.  Mr.  Steven  Tan  is  a dealer  in  the  coins  and 
stamps  of  the  Malaysia  area,  and  well  qualified  to  author  this  well 
done  catalogue. 


The  above  two  reviews  were  by 
Jerry  Remick. 


Davenport,  John  S.  THE  TALERS  OR  ECUS  OF  ALSACE-LORRAINE.  Coral 
Gables,  1968.  68  pages,  ill.,  pricing  guide,  card-bound.  Available 

at  U.S.  $6.00  from  the  author  at  437  Santander,  Apt.  "C,"  Coral 
Gables,  FL  33134. 

A good  many  years  ago,  when  he  was  starting  out  on  his  series  of 
definitive  crown  catalogues,  John  Davenport  sometimes  also  published 
article  sequences  in  THE  NUMISMATIST  and  elsewhere  covering  one 
particular  regional  series  or  another.  One  such  group  dealt  with 
the  talers  and  ecus  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine  and  the  coin-issuing 
authorities  within  those  provinces.  This  is  one  of  the  interesting 
sub-groupings  of  European  coins,  with  its  shared  French  and  German 
historical  associations.  It  is  significant  for  the  rarities  it 
includes  and  for  the  elegant  style  of  some  of  the  church  and  city 
pieces  - especially  of  the  ecus  of  the  Duchy  of  Lorraine. 

These  articles,  refined  and  supplemented,  are  now  brought  together 
in  a convenient  pamphlet.  It  lists  and  describes  in  the  familiar 
Davenport  format  some  175  talers  and  ecus  of  the  16  issuing 
authorities:  the  two  provinces,  as  well  as  church  states  and  cities. 
There  is  a forward,  a map,  and  each  coining  entity  is  briefly 
introduced.  A valuation  sheet  prices  about  two  thirds  of  the  listed 
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coins;  the  others  are  simply  shown  as  "rare"  or  - in  half  a dozen 
cases  - with  the  notation  that  only  two  or  three  are  known  or  that 
the  piece  is  unique. 

The  pamphlet  gathers  handily,  in  a single  place,  all  the  Davenport 
data  on  the  coins  in  question.  It  gives  up-to-date  pricing,  and  is  a 
worthwhile  reference  for  anyone  interested  in  the  series.  The  only 
flaws  to  be  noted  are  degradation  in  some  of  the  illustrations  and 
the  printer's  arbitrary  shrinkage  in  the  size  of  most  of  them. 

Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander 


Scheffers,  Albert  A.J.  THE  DUTCH  GOLD  DUCAT  (1586-1986.  Naarden, 
Holland:  A.J.G.  Strengholt's  Boeken.  Translated  from  the  Dutch 
language  by  Ria  Leigh  Loohuizen.  Photos  by  P.  Brouwers.  47  pages, 
highly  illustrated,  4 3/4  x 6 3/4",  soft-cover. 

This  highly  informative  booklet  marks  the  400th  anniversary  of  the 
Dutch  ducat.  Quoting  Mr.  Ir.  J.  de  Jong,  the  Dutch  State  Mintmaster 
at  Utrecht  from  the  Preface  page:  "The  ducat  is  preeminent  as  one 
of  our  Dutch  heritages  which  we  feel  must  be  carefully  maintained, 
controlled  and  cherished." 

According  to  the  Mintmaster,  the  booklet  "shall  be  included  with 
every  (1986  gold  ducat)  coin  that  leaves  the  mint." 

It  is  arranged  into  five  chapters:  1)  The  Gold  Gulden,  2)  The  First 
Ducat,  3)  The  Dutch  Gold  Ducat,  4)  The  Dutch  Gold  Ducat  at  the  time 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  5)  The  Gold  Ducat  in  the  Kingdom  of  the 
Netherlands.  It  concludes  with  a bibliography  of  nine  books  and 
three  articles  in  Dutch  - most  of  recent  decades  - and  a Historical 
Summary  (a  five-page  chart  of  the  minting  of  Ducats  and  Double 
Ducats,  1586-1808,  in  Hungarian,  Spanish,  and  Napoleonic  design). 

There  are  a number  of  references  and  the  writing  style  is  Dutch  as 
only  a Dutch  numismatist  could  write.  And  here  lies  its  strength 
and  what  makes  it  fascinating  reading. 

The  first  two,  highly  illustrated  chapters  take  us  from  the  Roman 
gold  Aureus  of  Caesar  Augustus,  and  thru  expanding  trade  and 
commerce  up  through  the  "unsatisfactory  Carol ingian  monetary  system" 
to  the  beginnings  of  European  gold  florins  of  the  Northern  Italian 
city-states,  and  then  up  across  Hungary  with  its  gold  ducats  of  the 
14th-15th  centuries.  Many  times  we  are  told  of  their  weights  and 
gold  fineness,  as  only  a numismatist  could  relate.  We  are  informed 
that  the  Ducat  of  Mattias  Corvinus  and  other  royal  Hungarian  rulers 
were  so  popular  that  in  1559  they  were  acknowledged  "as  the  official 
coin  in  the  German  empire." 

The  Hungarian  ducat  was  introduced  in  the  late  16th  century  in  the 
Netherlands  in  the  regions  of  Gelderland,  Holland,  West-Friesl and , 
Utrecht,  etc.  We  learn  that  "these  ducats  produced  in  Dutch  mints 
were  probably  for  export,  as  Dutch  hoards  of  this  period  show  them 
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only  sporadically."  Such  information  would  be  especially  well 
known  to  Dutch  numismatists. 

The  Spanish  gold  ducat  designs  were  introduced  into  Holland  and 
overlapped  with  the  Hungarian  designs,  especially  in  the  1580s  and 
90s.  In  fact,  in  one  provincial  mint,  Overyssel , Hungarian  one 
ducat  coins  and  Spanish  two  ducat  coins  were  minted  in  several  of 
the  same  years. 

The  Dutch  gold  ducat,  based  on  the  Hungarian  one  then  so  familiar  to 
the  local  people,  shows  on  the  obverse  the  standing  knight  that 
first  appeared  in  1586,  and  was  continued  down  thru  the  centuries. 

It  is  commemorated  this  year  with  a modern  rendering  of  the  first 
piece. 

There  are  many  other  details  in  this  informative  little  booklet  left 
for  the  individual  reader  to  find  for  him/herself! 

Reviewed  by  Fred  Drost. 

* * * 

What  follows  is  an  interesting  pair  of  starkly  contrasting  views  of 
the  same  book. 


de  Clermont,  Andre  P.  and  Wheeler,  John.  SPINK’S  CATALOGUE  OF  BRIT- 
ISH COLONIAL  AND  COMMONWEALTH  COINS.  London:  Spink  & Son  Ltd.,  1986. 
704  pages,  illustrated,  19  x 24  cm,  hard-bound.  Available  in  the 
U.S.  from  Krause  Publications,  700  East  State  St.,  Iola,  WI  54990  at 
US  $40.00  plus  $2.50  postage  & handling. 

Ill  start  with  the  book's  good  points.  It  is  smaller  than  the 
Krause  catalog,  hence  easier  to  carry  around.  The  pages  are  a 
better  grade  of  paper  than  the  one-volume  Krause  editions,  so  the 
photos  turn  out  a tad  better.  The  type  is  about  35%  larger,  too. 
Beyond  that,  the  pulp  and  ink  could  have  been  put  to  better  use  in 
making  comic  books. 

Spink  has  given  us  the  marvelously  detailed  and  painstakingly 
researched  work  of  the  late  Maj.  Fred  Pridmore,  whose  five  volume 
series  on  British  Commonwealth  coinage  is  a model  of  numismatic 
endeavor.  The  depth  of  treatment,  however,  is  probably  more  than 
most  collectors  would  wish  for,  and  since  two  volumes  are  out  of 
print,  the  set  fetches  over  $200  at  auctions,  used. 

What  I had  hoped  for  in  this  volume  was  a sort  of  updated  "Remick," 
improved  by  Maj.  Pridmore1 s researches.  The  Remick,  et  al  . , book, 
properly  THE  GUIDEBOOK  AND  CATALOGUE  OF  BRITISH  COMMONWEALTH  COINS 
still  sits  usefully  on  many  a collector's  shelf  even  though  the  last 
edition  was  produced  in  1971.  It  lists  the  entire  series  by  date, 
including  Great  Britain  and  what  was  known  then  of  the  Indian  Native 
State  series,  with  prices  un  up  to  nine  grades  and  a wealth  of 
useful  background  information  for  each  country,  such  as  mint 
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information,  mintmark  location,  die  varieties,  tokens,  restrikes, 
"collecting  tips,"  and  much  more. 

What  the  publishers  have  given  us  here,  however,  is  not  a distilled 
Pridmore  or  even  an  updated  Remick,  but  rather  a f rakenstei ned 
Krause-Mi shl er . In  fact,  it  is  difficult  to  see  what  input  Spink 
might  have  had,  as  the  photos  and  price  listings  are  straight  out  of 
the  Krause  12th  and  13th  editions.  The  brief  historical  and 
numismatic  country  introductions,  while  generally  a bit  longer  than 
Krause's,  are  still  far  short  of  what  one  would  expect  in  a 
serialized  catalog,  and  miles  short  of  Remick.  The  only  listings  I 
have  been  able  to  spot  which  are  not  in  either  Krause's  regular 
editions  or  the  India  ("South  Asia")  catalog  are  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  and  British  North  Borneo  tokens,  U.S.  Colonial,  and  a few 
pre-Krause  Barbados  types.  There  is  almost  no  native  India. 

If  the  informational  quality  of  the  catalog  is  lacking,  what  then  of 
the  pricing?  This,  too,  is  a disappointment.  The  more  exotic 
countries  are  line  for  line  out  of  Krause.  Some  of  the  more 
collected  countries  show  various  degrees  of  tinkering  in  the  price 
structure,  though  whether  more  or  less  reflective  of  the  actual 
market  values  overall  it  is  hard  to  say.  Australian  prices  have 
been  completely,  often  radically,  revised.  One  or  two  grade 
categories  have  been  added  to  Krause's  - usually  to  detriment  of 
market  accuracy.  Perhaps  a half  dozen  Commonwealth  series  are 
collected  heavily  enough  to  warrant  a six-grade  treatment,  but  for 
the  others  this  procedure  usually  leads  to  an  undervaluing  of  low 
grades  and  an  overvaluing  of  high  as  a mathematical  artifice, 
independent  of  where  known  specimens  cluster  in  the  grading 
continuum.  A few  ridiculously  underpriced  entries  from  Krause  have 
been  corrected  here,  but  brand  new  absurdities  are  birthed  as  well. 
One  example  from  a random  flip  of  the  pages:  Zanzibar  Paisa  on  page 
261  at  $1.25  in  Fine  and  $10  in  V F,  when  most  specimens  on  the 
market  run  rather  evenly  from  F to  VF. 

Lack  of  originality  and  informativi ty  are  the  books  cardinal  sins, 
but  two  venial  sins  bear  mention  as  well.  The  countries  are 
arranged  in  a complex  geo-alphabetical  format  which  makes  the  Index 
a necessary  first  stop  in  looking  up  anything  at  all.  But  worse 
than  this,  the  types  are  catalogued  not  by  Pridmore  numbers,  as  are 
often  used  in  England,  nor  by  Yeoman  and  Craig  numbers  as  are  still 
used  by  a majority  of  collectors  worldwide,  but  by  the  ever  changing 
and  rearranging  "KM:  numbers,  some  series  of  them  rearing  their 
heads  for  the  first  .time  in  this  volume.  As  a matter  of  policy, 
Krause  is  phasing  out  the  time-tested  Y and  C numbers  from  its 
catalogs  and  the  present  quarter  is  given  the  poor  collector  who  may 
wish  to  fall  into  line  by  converting  his  collection  or  want-list  to 
"KM"  because  there  are  no  cross-references  to  Yeoman,  Craig,  or 
Pridmore.  The  collector  must  work  this  all  out  for  himself,  as  this 
book  uses  KM  numbers,  and  KM  numbers  period. 

The  tactic  is  as  old  as  publishing  itself:  the  more  different  ways 
you  can  package  the  same  information,  the  more  often  you  can  sell 
it.  It  can  be  a good  thing,  as  specialized  catalogs  have  always  had 
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a place  in  numismatics  and  they  can  save  the  specialized  collector 
some  money.  But  what  rankles  in  this  case  is  that  there  is  so  much 
more  useful  information  readily  available  that  nobody  took  the 
trouble  to  tap.  It  wouldn't  have  cost  that  many  man  hours  to  edit 
informational  sections  out  of  Pridmore,  Remick,  etc.;  maybe  that's 
the  "Spink"  contribution  to  this  effort  that  somehow  got  lost  in  the 
mai 1 . . . ? 

This  volume  may  be  a better  deal  in  Europe  and  the  UK  where  Krause 
is  relatively  more  expensive,  but  at  $40  North  American  collectors 
are  surely  better  off  saving  their  money. 

Reviewed  by  Scott  Semans 


de  Cleremont,  Andre  P.  & Wheeler,  John.  SPINK'S  CATALOGUE  OF 
BRITISH  COLONIAL  AND  COMMONWEALTH  COINS.  See  above. 

In  1960  Spink  published  the  first  of  the  five  installments  of  Major 
Fred  Pridmore' s incomparable  work  on  the  coins  and  tokens  of  the 
British  Commonwealth  of  Nations.  The  last  volume  came  out  in  1980. 
Pridmore  did  not  seek  to  duplicate  others'  well  established  works  on 
Canada,  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  the  American  colonial  issues, 
etc.,  and  his  cut-off  date  was  around  1952.  This  meant  that  he 
dealt  almost  wholly  with  true  numismatic  objects  - coins  that 
circulated,  tokens,  plantation  chits,  cut  and  counterstamped  pieces, 
patterns,  and  even  the  repertory  of  mules,  off-metal  strikes  and 
fantasies  of  the  19th  century  which  time  to  a degree  has  gentrified. 
He  documented  well  what  he  described;  and  all  in  all  he  left  his 
subject  as  reliably  and  authoritatively  in  shape  as  it  is  ever 
likely  to  be. 

The  work  now  under  consideration  - SPINK'S  CATALOGUE  OF  BRITISH 
COLONIAL  AND  COMMONWEALTH  COINS  - does  not  compete  with  Pridmore:  it 
makes  full  use  of  his  findings  without  reproducing  his  extensive 
back-up,  it  covers,  as  well,  the  important  series  he  deliberately 
left  out,  and  it  routinely  provides  a great  range  of  useful  data 
such  as  market  prices  in  various  grades,  mintage  figures,  bullion 
content,  etc. 

The  Krause-Mi shl er  "phone  book"  is  the  point  of  departure.  Its 
format,  style,  pricing  structure,  and  numbering  system  are  used  - 
with  adjustments.  For  the  routine  series,  the  authors  have  adapted, 
to  a degree  rearranged,  and  supplemented  what's  adequately 
available.  But  for  certain  key  series,  they  have  greatly  expanded 
the  Krause-Mi shl er  coverage,  producing  in  each  of  these  cases 
something  like  a self-contained,  semi-specialized  catalogue. 

Three  pages  on  the  Scope  of  the  Catalogue  deserve  careful  reading. 
The  authors  persuasively  justify  their  many  decisions  and  judgments 
on  such  questions  as  what  to  include,  how  to  evaluate,  and  the 
factors  influencing  rarity.  They  seem  to  have  struck  a happy 
flexibility  between  firm  structure  on  one  hand  and  readiness  to 
deviate  occasionally  when  needed  on  the  other.  Their  warning  on  the 
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treachery  of  mintage  figures  and  their  worldly-wise  words  on  the 
appeal  of  older  concoctions  could  stand  as  classics. 

And  to  their  great  credit,  they  emphasize  one  vital  home  truth. 
Calling  attention  to  the  spate  of  modern  special  sets  and 
commemoratives,  they  write:  "No  one  can  be  sure  how  many 
speculatively-minded  people  have  laid  (such  sets)  aside,  with  the 
result  that  there  is  a collapse  in  market  value  in  a few  years' 
time.  The  collector-investor  would  do  far  better  to  invest  in  older 
currency  or  proof  coins  where  the  degree  of  rarity  is  unlikely  to 
suffer  any  great  change  from  popularity  with  collectors  and  where 
there  is  a flexible  international  market  with  stable  values 
throughout  the  free  world." 

The  52  pages  devoted  to  Australia  offer  a good  example  of  the 
deCleremont/Wheeler  coverage  of  a major  series.  For  example,  the 
substance  of  Andrews'  classic  work  on  19th-century  tokens  is  all 
here,  but  measurably  improved,  and  there  are  an  additional  dozen  or 
so  World  War  II  internment-camp  tokens  as  well.  In  a succinct  page 
and  a half,  the  Holey  Dollar  is  treated  fully  and  in  helpful  detail, 
with  references  to  important  sales,  counterfeit  diagnostics,  and 
data  on  varieties.  The  authors  deal  with  all  Australian  patterns 
except  those  of  which  the  known  specimens  are  all  impounded  in 
public  collections.  The  semi-private  Port  Phillip  patterns  are 
explained,  and  they  appear  in  detail,  with  off-metal  and  edge 
varieties.  A collector  interested  in  Australia  would  have  to  come 
to  a high  level  of  specialization  before  his  needs  outgrew  the 
present  coverage. 

Another  vast  numismatic  field  is  the  Indian  sub-continent  - to  which 
110  pages  are  devoted.  Pridmore's  presence  is  much  in  evidence,  as 
is  the  influence  of  a number  of  other  researchers  such  as  Charles 
Panish.  The  only  important  exclusions  are  the  coins  of  the  native 
states  on  which  there  appears  no  Imperial  connotation  and  the  long, 
still  obscure,  series  of  private  tokens. 

The  West  Indian  cut  and  counterstamped  pieces  must  have  been  as 
tough  a series  as  any  to  handle  in  a catalogue  like  this.  The 
various  older  merchants'  tokens  and  the  restrikes  and  mules  of  some 
of  the  early  official  and  semi-official  West  Indian  tokens  can  be 
tricky  as  well.  The  authors'  mainstay  again  is  Pridmore;  the  Ray 
Byrne  sale  served  as  well;  and  various  other  authorities  and  sales 
are  quoted.  In  an  ideal  world,  a bit  more  detail  might  have  been 
possible  in  the  catalogue,  emphasizing  background,  varieties,  etc. 
For  example,  no  piece  - however  primitive  or  ugly  - of  Bermuda's 
Sommers  Island  hog  money  is  illustrated.  In  addition,  the 
occurrences  in  the  catalogue  of  18th  and  19th  century  West  Indian 
coins,  which  are  infinitely  the  most  challenging  for  this  region, 
are  sandwiched  and  almost  lost  between  endless  pages  of  modern 
trivia.  But  not  to  niggle,  the  collector  who  chooses  cut  and 
counterstamped  pieces  as  his  bag  had  better  mobilize  more  than  just 
this  one  catalogue,  however  good,  to  guide  him  through  the  murky 
shoal s . 
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The  catalogue  becomes  the  undisputed  standard  work.  It  will  appeal 
to  so  broad  and  informed  a readership,  that  many  judicious  comments 
from  collectors  are  sure  to  be  forthcoming,  and  some  of  these  should 
help  the  authors  to  produce  an  even  better  second  edition  in  the 
fullness  of  time. 


Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander 

********************************************************************* 


INFORMATION,  Please 


Peter  Kraneveld  of  Draveil,  France  recently  sent  two  pieces  to  the  NI 
Attribution  Committee  for  identification,  Mr.  Panish's  usual  excellent 
response  is  reprinted  below.  If  any  members  have  further  information 
on  these  two  pieces  we  would  appreciate  hearing  from  you. 

#1  - Aluminum,  4 half-circle  scalloped,  25mm  x 29.5mm.  Legend  around 
PREMIER  MINE  EMP.  CO-OP  Ltd.  Center  hole  obliterates  denomination 
of  2?/-.  Same  legend  both  sides. 

#2  - Bronze,  Round,  20mm.  Obverse  - Uniformed  rider  on  horseback  fac- 
ing left  with  sword  held  above  head  by  right  hand,  long  plumes 
from  military  hat  or  cap.  Legend  around  (from  9:00  to  3:00) 

HORSE  ARTILLERY.  Reverse  - Legend  around;  WANTED  FOR  THE  EAST 
INDIES.  In  center:  APPLY  / AT  N?  35  / SOHO  SQUARE  / LONDON. 

Elongated  sides  rosette  at  bottom  (6:00). 

Mr.  Panish's  comments  on  these  pieces  were  as  follows: 

"It  is  quite  apparent  that  b oth  of  these  items  are  of  British  origin. 

"The  Premier  Mine  token  could  well  have  come  from  South  Africa,  as  the 
British  mining  companies  were  the  ones  who  developed  the  South  African 
gold  mines  in  the  19th  and  early  20th  centuries.  This  token  is  a prem- 
ium paid  to  members  of  the  employee's  co-operative  which  purchased  food 
in  bulk  lots  and  sold  it  to  members  at  a discount  below  local  market 
prices.  The  center  hole  could  be  a later  mutilation  because  it  oblit- 
erates the  premium  paid  to  members  who  purchased  an  amount  above  some 
predetermined  level.  Such  premium  appears  to  have  been  20  or  25  shil- 
loings.  Or  the  hole  may  have  been  officially  placed  because  of  a 
change  in  the  premius  amount. 

"The  other  item  is  more  of  a puzzle.  It  appears  to  be  an  early  20th 
Cent,  trademan's  token,  but  is  unusual  in  not  giving  the  issuer's  name. 
The  only  logical  explanation  which  I can  offer  is  that  it  was  issued 
by  an  employment  agency  who  was  hiring  laborers  for  several  East  Indies 
companies. " 

********************************************************************** 

WORLD  CUP  PLATINUM:  Commemorating  the  World  Cup  Games  held  in  Mexico 

City  in  1986,  that  country  released  a 1-Ounce  and  1/2-Ounce  platinum 
coin  set. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  30  Pleasant  St.,  Colebrook,  NH  03576:  The  NI 

Librarian  has  received  a request  for  information  concerning  Stalag 
IV-A.  We  can  find  no  reference  to  POW  money  being  issued  to  this 
Stalag  during  WW  II  nor  any  mention  as  to  the  locale.  Can  any  hist- 
ory buff  out  there  help? 

_i6_35  s-  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Wanted  - 

information  that  present  market  doesn 1 1 have  to  offer.  VIETNAM  MILI- 
TARY SLOT  MACHINE  CLUB  TOKENS.  Need  information  as  to  designer,  en- 
gravers, minting  cost,  shipping  invoice,  errors,  die  cracks,  double 
hubs,  brockage,  etc.  Need  photos  of  tokens.  Why  so  many  fakes  on 
the  market?  They  need  to  be  authenticated.  In  Vietnam  I saw  ammo 
boxes  of  counterfeit  tokens  made  by  sub-contractors  to  play  with. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to 
NI  Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 

********************************************************************* 

"SIGLAE" 


The  legends  and  inscriptions  on 
Roman  coins,  imperial  as  well 
as  consular,  present  many  par- 
ticularities, in  the  shape  of 
of  abbreviations,  monograms, 
and  isolated  letters.  Much 
research  is  still  needed  to 
separate  the  fact  from  fiction 
in  the  various  explanations 
of  some  of  these  legends  and 
inscriptions,  or  on  parts  thereof.  Both  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans, 
in  order  to  bring  their  coin  and  medallion  inscriptions  within  the 
smallest  space,  adopted  the  use  of  "siglae",  monogrammatic  and  con- 
joined letters.  At  first  these  were  confined  to  the  proper  names, 
but  later  they  were  used  to  signify  titles  of  authority  and  of  dig- 
nity. These  letters  were  also  made  to  stand  for  certain  words  and 
for  certain  phrases,  and  some  of  these  were  just  local  in  nature. 

This  objectionable  custom  of  employing  abbreviations  and  single  let- 
ters in  writing,  which  renders  the  explanation  of  these  abbreviations 
at  a later  time  undecipherable,  is  for  the  most  part  very  unsatis- 
factory, and  at  the  same  time  gives  rise  to  many  false  interpretations. 
The  practice  of  using  the  initials  of  long  names  and  phrases  in  our 
writings  today  is  rampant,  and  just  as  objectionable,  as  one  who  is 
not  fully  versed  in  the  subject  matter  cannot  understand  what  the 
author  is  writing  about  now,  let  along  years  from  now. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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